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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 304490 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: ACOU, APOU, AFSP, ASEC, UR 

SUBJECT: SOVIET CUSTOMS INTERFERENCE WITH DIPLOMATIC 
POUCH 

REF: A. MOSCOW 18175, B. STATE 301966, C. MOSCOW 18260 

1 . OIC BILATERAL, EUR/SOV CALLED SOVEMBASSY COUNSELOR 
KAVALEROV AT 1300 DEC 20 TO INFORM HIM THAT PLANESIDE 
CLEARANCE FOR SOVEMBASSY POUCHES ARRIVING SAME DAY AT 
1700 VIA AEROFLOT FLIGHT WOULD NOT BE GRANTED AND THAT 
SOVEMBASSY VEHICLES SHOULD NOT PROCEED TO PLANESIDE FOR 
POUCH TRANSFER. KAVALEROV WAS TOLD THAT POUCHES WOULD BE 
CLEARED BY US CUSTOMS IN CARGO AREA OF AIRPORT AND THAT 
THIS ACTION WAS BEING TAKEN IN RETALIATION FOR INCIDENT 
DESCRIBED REFTEL A. DEPTOFF TOLD KAVALEROV THAT WE WOULD 
KEEP CLOSE TABS ON PROCESSING OF OUR POUCHES AT SHEREMET- 
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YEVO AND WOULD ENFORCE RECIPROCITY AT DULLES. KAVALEROV 
WAS AWARE OF DEC 16 INCIDENT, PRESUMABLY FROM MFA, AND MADE 
NO PROTEST OR OTHER COMMENT. DEPTOFF URGED THAT SOVEMBASSY 
EXERT ITS INFLUENCE TOWARD HAVING SHEREMETYEVO SITUATION 
IMPROVED SINCE ITS OWN OPERATIONS WOULD BE AFFECTED IF 
PROBLEMS CONTINUE. 
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2. DULLES CUSTOMS STATES THAT POUCH PROCESSING WAS UN- 
EVENTFUL. SOVEMBASSY VEHICLES DID NOT ATTEMPT TO DRIVE TO 
PLANESIDE AND POUCHES WERE CLEARED AT CARGO AREA. 

3. FYI: WE HAVE DISCOVERED THAT ACCESS TO AIRFIELD AT 
DULLES IS CONTROLLED BY AUTOMATIC GATE WHICH RISES 
WHEN CARD HELD BY AIRLINE REPRESENTATIVE IS INSERTED IN 
MACHINE. THUS, AEROFLOT REPRESENTATIVE COULD AT, LOW 
SOVEMBASSY VEHICLES ONTO FIELD WITHOUT GOING THROUGH 
DULLES OFFICIALS. LATTER HAVE TOLD US, HOWEVER, THAT IF 
DEPARTMENT INSTRUCTS SOVEMBASSY NOT TO SEND ITS VEHICLES 
PLANESIDE AND IF THIS IS IGNORED, THEY WOULD THREATEN 

TO TAKE AWAY AEROFLOT REPRESENTATIVE'S ACCESS PRIVILEGE. 
VANCE 
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